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Program Structure

Group Performance

Individual Development



Group Performance 
Highlights

Concerts
October 19th
December 8th
March 21st
April 25th

Assessment
March 27th-29th

Spring Trip
April 12-16
Chicago



Individual Development
Components of the skills curriculum

Performance of major and minor scales
Rhythm reading and performance
Tuning
Sight reading
Solo literature

These ski$s are assessed through the use of individual 
video recordings made weekly during  class time.



Playing  Journals

Students are asked each week to turn in a journal 
documenting their practice at home.  This journal is 

comprised of four elements:

1. A chart listing the times practiced
2. A statement of the student’s goals for the week

3. A plan for accomplishing those goals
4. A reflection of the level of success for that week’s practice.



Website: 
www.howardmusic.net



The Orchestra Page



Howard Music Boosters

We are blessed to have a wonderful 
organization of parents that support our 

music department.  Come to the next 
meeting on Wednesday, October 12th. 



Fundraising

UNO’s night on Sept. 27th

Restaurant Raffle



Course Numbers

String Ensemble Courses
6462 -1st year

6465 - 2nd year
6468 - 3rd year
6471 - 4th year

String Orchestra Courses
6410 - 1st year

6420 - 2nd year
643M - 3rd year
646M - 4th year

626M - 1st year G/T
627M - 2nd year G/T



1st Quarter Testing 
Schedule



Scales
Essentials for Strings by Gerald Anderson



Scale Rubric



Rhythm



Rhythm Test Rubric



Tuning
How to practice
1. Tune by ear to a 
pitch on the tuning 
page (website)
2. Check your accuracy 
using an electric tuner.  
3. 1 cent is 1/100 of a 
half-step



Re-do Policy

Students wi$ have the opportunity to retake 
performance tests.

The goal of the program is to establish a set of ski$s for 
our students, not to penalize them for a bad day or a 

bad test.



Sight-Reading

Students wi$ be tested in increasing 
difficulty on their ability to read and 

perform music throughout the year.  We wi$ 
work on this in class through the use of 
sight-singing and adaptations of sight-

singing literature.



Solo Literature
A$ students wi$ be required to prepare and perform one 
piece of an appropriate difficulty during the course of the 

school year.

Performance Venues Include:
Solo and Ensemble Festival (HHS Music Boosters 

have covered the entrance fee in past years)
In-class performance
Private teacher’s recital



G/T Curriculum

In addition to adding increased difficulty to the level 
of performance, the G/T curriculum adds a research 

and extra-curricular ensemble requirement.

Requirements are divided into the fo$owing categories:
70% Primary Ensemble Requirement (HHS Orchestra)
10% Solo Recital Performance
10% Extra-curricular ensemble performance
10% Research, Critical Thinking, and Reflection


